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law, government, and religion, and to expofe magiftrates, judges, and kings,
to the perfonalities of fatire, buffoonery, and low mimicry. In all well re-
gulated governments, the fail has been univerfaily admitted, and wherever
it has not been adopted, the moft fatal confequences have followed.

Even the freeft democracy which perhaps ever exifted, that of Athens,
after having experienced the effeds of unreftrained licentioufhefs in their
theatrical performances, found it neceffary, to remedy the evil, and to limit
the ftage within the boundaries of common decency and juftice.

It appears from thehiftoryof the Englifh ftage, that no period ever exifted
when it was not fubjed to fiaperintendence, when players were not licenced,
and when plays were not reviewed and amended, allowed or rejected. Before
the reign of Henry the Eighth, the power of fuperintending the king's hunt-
ing parties, the dire Aion of the comedians, muficians, and other royal fer-
vants, appointed either for ufe or recreation, was exclufively veiled in the
lord chamberlain.

Under him, and fubjed to his controul, was an inferior officer, who ex-
erted himfelf on particular occafions for the purpofe of regulating pageants,
public feftivals, and mafquerades. This man was called by the fanciful
names of fat-Abbot* of. Mifrute, or Lord of Pa/times. But in the reign of
Henry the Eighth, this temporary office was rendered regular and permanent
by letters patent, and called the office of Ma/ier of the Revels *.

Under Elizabeth, fome wife regulations, with the advice of Walfingham,
and co-operation of Burleigh, were made for allowing the ufe, but corred-
ing the abufe of the ftage; particularly, when the earl of Leicefter obtained
the firft general licence for his theatrical fervants to aft ftage plays in any
part of England, a provifo was added in the patent, enjpining that all comedies*
tragedies) interludes, and Jl age plays^JIiould be examined and allowed by the mqftef
' of the revels. Thus that .authority which was before confined to the paf-
times of the court, was now extended to the theatrical exhibitions of the
whole 'Tdngdom.:

During her reign alfo, the privy council exercifed an authority, legislative
and executive, over the dramatic world. They opened and fhut playhoufes 5
gave and recalled licences; appointed the proper feafons when plays ought
to be prefented or withheld; and regulated the condud of the lord mayor,
of London,'and the vice-chancellors of Oxford and Cambridge, with regard
to plays and players. The privy council gave Tilney, the mafter of the
revels in 1589, two co-adjutors, a ftatefman and a divine, to afiift him ui re-
forming comedies and tragedies.                                / :

Officiuro naagiflri jocorunij revtitorum et mafcorum.

Thefently    It was finally carried, though not without great :
